RIP ~ Gary Dennis ('71)

GARY WILLIAM DENNIS ~ Class of 1971
September 18, 1953 - September 6, 2006

We did not know that norning
CGod was going to call your nane,
Inlife we |loved you dearly,

in death we do the sane.

Lake Chel an, Washi ngton

It broke our hearts to | ose you
but you did not go al one,

For part of us went with you
the day God called you hone.

Sept enber 6, 2006

Gary was born Septenber 18, 1953, in Richland, Washington, to Gis W and M I dred
Hol 1'i ck

Dennis. During his teens, one of the things he enjoyed nost was fixing up and racing
dirt

bi kes. He graduated from R chl and H gh School in 1971 and soon thereafter joined the
Uni ted

States Navy, honorably serving until 1980. Upon his return to the Tri-Cities, he
began his

career with Battelle/Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, where, over a 26-year
peri od, he

was involved in all phases of |aboratory managenent, including |ogistical planning,
cost

accounting, system design, program coordination and test scheduling, supervisory
managenent ,

and public outreach. During this time, and anong ot her notabl e achi evenents, Gary
served on

the Ri chland Housing Authority Board, received his Associate's Degree in Business,
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and was
pursui ng a Bachelor's in Business fromWshington State University.

Gary's greatest passion was the water oceans, |akes, streanms, and rivers. Sonehow -
t hough

not surprising to those who knew himwell Gary was able to match that passion wth
hi s worKk.

He was the Research Operations Manager at the Battelle Marine Sciences Laboratory in
Sequi m

Washi ngton, with responsibility for the wet |abs and research boats. Just this year,
Gary

assisted in devel oping the specifications for and providing oversi ght during the
pur chase of

a new Marine Biology research vessel. He spent nmany weeks each year piloting
Battelle's

research vessels and executing various research projects at the nouth of the

Col unbi a Ri ver,

in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound, as well as on the Upper Colunbia River
inthis

area. Gary recently, and with great pride, received his '6-Pack' License fromthe
Uni ted

States Coast CGuard. At work and at play, Gary was always on or around the water. He
was

brilliant at all he loved to do, especially in his profession, and took great pride
in all of
hi s work.

You | eft us peaceful nenories,
your love is still our guide,
And t hough we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Gary will always be renenbered as possessing a quick wit - always able to nake the
heavi est

nonent |ighter and the dreariest day brighter. Caimng his right as the official
Capt ai n of

his vessels, he christened the new Mari ne Biology boat, in his typical Gary hunor,
' Desdenpna’ knowi ng that all nariners curse that dangerous sandbar at the nouth of
t he

Col unbi a!

Gary's fabulous smle will never be forgotten his great laugh will ring on in our
hearts and

menories. And who could ever forget the Gary swagger? He was al ways there for anyone
who

needed hi m never asking for anything in return. Gary, in sinply being hinself, was
the true

definition of a friend. H's norning wal ks with Sadie, his daily conversations with
hi s

brot her, and his goodni ght kisses to Lori are all irreplaceable.

Those of us who are left at the shore, awaiting the tine we will join himonboard
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again

i nclude Lori, his beloved soul nmate, first mate and wife; son Billy and wife Teresa
Br own;

beautiful grandchildren, Elijah Brown and Malia Brown; father and stepnother, Qis
W and

El sie Dennis; brother and wife, Rick and Allyson Dennis;' 'second" nom Natalie
Hobbs; very

speci al friends, CObie and Judy Amacker and Dick and Trudy Ecker; and his special dog
baby,

Sadi e.

Gary was so beloved by so many if you count yourself as one of those friends know
that Gary
treasured his special times with you

Qur famly chain is broken

and not hing seens the sane,

But as God calls us one by one,
the chain will [ink again.

H s nmother, MIdred Hollick Dennis and his special pet babies, Ml ba, Mng and

Chi Chi, were

there to greet Gary on the other side's dock, and welcomed himinto Eternal Life.
Gary is now

crui sing forever on the bluest, purest waters one can only inmagine with the perfect
breeze at

his back and the perfect sky above him

If Tears Could Build A Stairway

If tears could build a stairway
and thoughts a nenory | ane,

We'd wal k right up to heaven

and bring you hone again.

No farewell words were spoken.

No tinme to say good-bye.

You were gone before we knew it
And only God knows why.

Qur hearts still ache in sadness
And secret tears still flow

What it nmeant to | ose you

No one can ever know.

But now we know you want us

To nourn for you no nore

To renenber all the happy tines
Life still has so nmuch in store.
You will never be forgotten

We pl edge to you today.

A hal l owed place within our hearts
Is where you'll always stay.

God knows why with chilling touch
Deat h gathers those we | ove so nuch. , |,
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And what now seens so strange and di m
WIIl all be clear when we neet H m
We knew you but a Monent.

Menorial services will be held on Thursday, Septenber 14, 2006, at 2 p.m at the

Ri chl and

Lut heran Church, 901 Van G esen, Richland, WA. After the services, a reception wll
be held

at the Richland Yacht C ub, 350 Col unbia Point Drive, Ri chland, WA

In lieu of flowers, please nake a donation in Gary's nenory to the Benton-Franklin
Humane

Society, 8620 W Gage Blvd., Kennewi ck, WA, or to the Colunbia Basin D ve Rescue,
1960 Butl er

Loop, Richland, WA or to any charitabl e organi zati on of your choice.

Gary's family would |love to read your treasured renmenbrances of him please go online
at

i nf o@i nansf uneral hone. com (Gary Dennis) and add your thoughts. Thank you.
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